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Overview of Today’s Session

 Objective
 Broaden the awareness of using 

DAX and Power Pivot with 
disconnected tables.

 4 Techniques
 User Input Slicers.
 Switch Measure Slicers.
 Banding.
 Latest Survey Result.

Connected Tables
Disconnected 

Table

Tables do not have to be connected in the Data Model to add value



User Input Slicers
Purpose: To accept user input that can then be used in calculations in the data model

Process Steps
1. Create list of values in a 

table.
2. Harvest the selection made 

by the user.
3. Write Measures that use the 

harvested value.
4. Build value adding interactive 

tools and what if tables.



Switch Measure Slicers
Purpose: To accept user input to change a pivot table or chart

Process Steps
1. Create list of measures in a 

table for each slicer.
2. Harvest the selection from 

the user.
3. Write a switch measure that 

‘morphs’ from one measure 
to another.

4. Use the ‘morphing’ measures 
in your charts and reports.

https://www.powerpivotpro.com/2014/10/5-
interactive-chart-techniques-come-together/More Info



Banding
Purpose: Group data into manageable “bands” for analysis

Process Steps
1. Create list bands (age ranges) 

in a table.
2. Write a Calculated Column 

that categorises each 
customer into one of the 
bands.

3. Use the Calculated Column in 
your analysis.

Too much detail for analysis

Further Reading: http://www.daxpatterns.com/static-segmentation/
http://www.daxpatterns.com/dynamic-segmentation/

More Info http://exceleratorbi.com.au/banding-in-dax/

http://www.daxpatterns.com/static-segmentation/
http://www.daxpatterns.com/dynamic-segmentation/


Latest Survey Result
Purpose: Access the “last valid record” from a set of data regardless of date

Process Steps
1. Build your data model as 

normal
2. Remove the relationship to 

the Calendar table
3. Write DAX measures to 

replace the relationship

Standard filter propagation is a problem here

More Info http://exceleratorbi.com.au/fill-table-with-last-survey-result/



Questions? 
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